
Animals and birds as recorded by Charles Sturt. 

 

“On such occasions the natives move about the country, and subsist almost 
exclusively on the Hapalotis Mitchellii, and an animal they call the 
Talpero, a species of Perameles, which is spread over a great extent of 
country, being common in the sand hills on the banks of the Darling, to the 
S.E. of the Barrier Range, as well as to the sandy ridges in the N.W. 
interior, although none were met with to the north of the Stony Desert. 
The Hapaloti feed on tender shoots of plants, and must live for many 
months together without water, the situation in which we found them 
precluding the possibility of their obtaining any for protracted intervals. 
 
They make burrows of great extent, from which the natives smoke them, 
and they sometimes procure as many as twelve or eighteen from one 
burrow. This animal is grey, the fur is exceedingly soft; although the 
animal is in some measure common, I could not procure any skins from the 
natives. 

Very few kangaroos were seen, none indeed beyond the parallel of 28°. 
All that were seen were of the common kind, none of the minor description 
apparently inhabiting the interior, if I except some Rock Wallabi, noticed 
on the Barrier Range. The last beautiful little animal always escaped us in 
consequence of its extreme agility and watchfulness. 
 
The Native Dog was not seen beyond lat. 28°. Nor was it found in a wild 
state beyond Fort Grey, to the best of my recollection; these miserable and 
melancholy animals would come to water where we were, unconscious of 
our presence, and would gain the very bank of the creek before they 
discovered us, rousing us by as melancholy a howl as jackal ever made; 
their emaciated bodies standing between us and the moon, were the most 
wretched objects of the brute creation. 

The first Choeropus castanotus seen, was on the banks of the Darling, in 
the possession of the natives, but it was too much injured to be valuable as 
a specimen. A second was also killed there, but torn to pieces by the dogs. 
None were afterwards seen until after the Barrier Range had been crossed, 
when about lat. 27° several were captured alive, as detailed under the head 
Dipus. In like manner the first nest of the “Building Rats” (Mus conditor, 
Gould) was found in the brushes on the Darling, where they were 
numerous. The last nest of these animals was on the bank of the muddy 
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1. CANIS FAMILIARIS, var. AUSTRALASIÆ.—Dingo. 
This animal was not very numerous in the interior, more especially 
towards the centre, for it was not noticed to the north of the Stony Desert. 
 
Wherever seen it was in the most miserable condition, and it is difficult to 
say on what they lived. This animal was of all colours. It appears to me that 
if these dogs are indigenous, nature has departed from her usual laws as 
regards wild beasts, in giving them such a variety of colours. 
 
2. MACROPUS MAJOR.—Great Kangaroo. 
This animal did not extend beyond 28°. Six or seven were there seen on a 
small stony range, but very few were observed to the westward of the 
Barrier Range. 
 
3. MACROPUS LANIGER.—Red Kangaroo. 
This fine animal did not extend beyond the neighbourhood and plains of 
the Murray, where it is not numerous. Several of the smaller kangaroos 
were taken during the progress of the Expedition up the Murray and 
Darling rivers; but as they have been frequently described, it is not thought 
necessary to insert them in this list. 

. 
4. CHOEROPUS CASTANOTUS, GRAY. 
This animal was first killed on the Darling, but the specimen was 
destroyed by the dogs. Two or three were afterwards taken alive in latitude 
261/2°. They were found lying out in tufts of grass, and when roused 
betook themselves after a short run, to some hollow logs where they were 
easily cut out. The Choeroups is a beautiful animal, about eight inches long 
in the body, with a tail of considerable length, having a tuft at the end. The 
fur is a silvery grey, and very soft. When confined in a box they ate 
sparingly of grass and young leaves, but preferred meat and the offal of 
birds shot for them. The Choeropus is insectivorous, and I was therefore 
not surprised at their taking to animal food, which, however, not agreeing 
with them, they died one after the other. They squat like rabbits, laying 
their broad ears along their backs in the same kind of way. 

5. HAPALOTIS MITCHELLII. 
This beautiful little animal was, as I have observed in the introduction to 
this notice, first seen in the vicinity of the Depôt. It was subsequently 
found in vast numbers, inhabiting the sandy ridges from Fort Grey to Lake 
Torrens. Those immense banks of sand were in truth marked over with 
their footprints as if an army of mice or rats had been running over them. 
They are not much larger than a mouse, have a beautiful full black eye, 
long ears, and tail feathered towards the end. The colour of the fur is a light 
red, in rising they hop on their hind legs, and when tired go on all four, 
holding their tail perfectly horizontal. They breed in the flats on little 
mounds, burrowing inwards from the edge; various passages tending like 
the radii of a wheel to a common centre, to which a hole is made from the 
top of the mound, so that there is a communication from it to all the 
passages. 
They are taken by the natives in hundreds, who avail themselves of a fall 
of rain to rove through the sandy ridges to hunt these little animals and the 
talpero, Perameles, as long as there shall be surface water. We had five of 
these little animals in a box, that thrived beautifully on oats, and I should 
have succeeded in getting them to Adelaide if it had not been for the 



carelessness of one of the men in fastening a tarpauline down over them 
one dreadful day, by which means they were smothered. 

 

6. MUS CONDITOR, GOULD.—The Building Rat. 
Inhabits the brushes in the Darling, in which it builds a nest of small 
sticks, varying in length from eight inches to three, and in thickness, from 
that of a quill to that of the thumb. The fabric is so firm and compact as 
almost to defy destruction except by fire. The animals live in communities, 
and have passages leading into apartments in the centre of the mound or 
pyramid, which might consist of three or four wheelbarrows full of the 
sticks, are about four feet in diameter, and three feet high. The animal itself 
is like an ordinary rat, only that it has longer ears and its hind feet are 
disproportioned to the fore feet. It was not found beyond latitude 30°. See 
page 120, Vol. I. 

 

7. ACROBATES PYGMÆA.—Flying Opossum Mouse. 
This beautiful and delicate little animal was killed in a Box tree, whence 
it came out of a hole, and ran with several others along a branch, retreating 
again with great swiftness. It was so small that if the moon had not been 
very bright it could not have been seen. It is somewhat less than a mouse in 
size and has a tail like an emu's feather, its skin being of a dark brown. 
 
 
8. LAGORCHESTES FASCIATUS (L. ALBIPILIS, GOULD?).— 
Fasciated Kangaroo. 
One only of this animal was seen on the plains of the interior. It is 
peculiar in its habits, in that it lies in open ground and springs from its 
form like a hare, running with extreme velocity, and doubling short round 
upon its pursuers to avoid them.  
 
The Lagorchestes is very common on the 
plains to the north of Gawler Town, but is so swift as generally to elude the 
dogs. It is marsupial, and about the size of a rabbit, but is greatly 
disproportioned, as all the Kangaroo tribe are, as regards the hind and fore 
quarters. In colour this animal is a silvery grey, crossed with dark coloured 
bars on the back. 
9. PHALANGISTA VULPINA.—The Opossum. 
Like the preceding, only one of these animals was seen or shot during the 
Expedition; it was in one of the gum-trees, taking its silent and lonely 
ramble amongst its branches, when the quick eye of Tampawang, my 
native boy, saw him. It does not appear generally to inhabit the N.W. 
interior. The present was a very large specimen, with a beautifully soft 
skin, and as it was the only one noticed during a residence of nearly six 
months at the same place, it was in all probability a stray animal. 
 
10. VESPERTILIO.—Little black Bat. 
This diminutive little animal flew into my tent at the Depôt, attracted by 
the light. It is not common in that locality, or any other that we noticed. It 
was of a deep black in colour and had smaller ears than usual. 

 



1. AQUILA FUCOSA, CUVIER.—The Wedge-tailed Eagle. 
Two of these birds frequented the Depôt Glen, in 29° 40' 00' and in 
longitude 142°, one of which was secured. They generally rested on a high 
pointed rock, whence their glance extended over the whole country, and it 
was only by accident that the above specimen was killed. 
This powerful bird is common both on the Murray and the Darling, and is 
widely, perhaps universally distributed over the Australian continent, 
although the two birds in the Glen were the only ones seen in the interior to 
the N.W. of the Barrier, or Stanley's Range. 
 
2. HALIASTUR SPHENURUS.—The Whistling Eagle. 
This species of Eagle is considerably smaller than the first and has much 
lighter plumage. It is a dull and stupid bird, and is easily approached. It 
was shot at the Depôt, in the month of April, 1845. Several others were 
seen during our stay there. 
 
3. FALCO HYPOLEUCUS, GOULD.—The Grey Falcon. 
This beautiful bird was shot at the Depôt, at which place, during our long 
stay, Mr. Piesse, my storekeeper, was very successful with my gun. A pair, 
male and female, were observed by him one Sunday in May, whilst the 
men were at prayers, hovering very high in the air, soon after which he 
succeeded in killing both. They came down from a great height and pitched 
in the trees on the banks of the creek, and on Mr. Piesse firing at and 
killing one the other flew away; but returning to look for its lost 
companion, shared its fate. Nothing could exceed the delicate beauty of 
these birds when first procured. Their large, full eyes, the vivid yellow of 
the ceres and legs, together with their slate-coloured plumage, every 
feather lightly marked at the end, was quite dazzling; but all soon faded 
from the living brightness they had at first. The two specimens were the 
only ones seen during an interval of seventeen months that the party was in 
the interior, and these, it appears probable to me, were on the flight, and 
were attracted down to us. 

4. FALCO MELANOGENYS, GOULD.—The Black-cheeked Falcon. 
A single specimen of this bird was shot at the Depôt, when just stooping 
at a duck on some water in the glen. The strength of limb, and muscle of 
this fine species of falcon were extremely remarkable, and seemed to 
indicate that he despised weaker or smaller prey than that at which he was 
flying when shot. He had been seen several times before he was killed. His 
flight was rapid and resistless, and his stoop was always sure. 
This must be a scarce bird, as the specimen was the only one seen. 
 
5. FALCO SUBNIGER, G. R. GRAY.—The Black Falcon. 
The colour of this fine bird is a sooty black, but his shape is beautiful, 
and his flight, as his sharp pointed wings indicate, rapid. He was shot in 
some brushes behind the Depôt, where he had been spreading alarm 
amongst a flight of parroquets, (Euphema Bourkii). 
This must also be a scarce bird, as he was the only one seen. 
 
6. FALCO FRONTATUS.—The White-fronted Falcon. 
This is both a smaller and a more common bird; its range being very 
wide. This species followed the line of migration, and made sad havoc 
among the parroquets and smaller birds. He was generally hid in the trees, 
and would descend like an arrow when they came to water, frequently 
carrying off two of the little Amadina castanotis, a favourite bird of ours, 



one in each talon. 
 
7. TINNUNCULUS CENCHROÏDES.—Nankeen Kestril. 
Like the last, small and swift of wing, following also the line of 
migration.This bird is generally distributed over the continent and is known by the 
nankeen colour of his back. 
 
8. ASTUR APPROXIMANS, VIG. AND HORSF. Australian Goshawk. 
This bird was occasionally seen during the journey. 

9. MILVUS AFFINIS, GOULD.—Allied Kite. 
This bird is common over the whole continent of Australia. They are sure 
to be in numbers at the camps of the natives, which they frequent to pick 
up what may be left when they go away. They are sure also to follow any 
party in the bush for the same purpose. About fifty of these birds remained 
at the Depôt, with about as many crows, when all the other birds had 
deserted us; and afforded great amusement to the men, who used to throw 
up pieces of meat for them to catch in falling. But although so tame that 
they would come round the tents on hearing a whistle, they would not eat 
any thing in captivity, and would have died if they had not been set at 
liberty again. It was this bird which descended upon Mr. Browne and 
myself in such numbers from the upper regions of the air, as we were 
riding on some extensive plains near the Depôt in the heat of summer. 
There can be no doubt but that in the most elevated positions where they 
are far out of the range of human sight, they mark what is passing on the 
plains below them. This bird is figured, see page 269, Vol. 1. 
10. ELANUS SCRIPTUS, GOULD.—The Letter-winged Kite. 
This beautiful bird was first seen on a creek to the eastward of the Barrier 
or Stanley's Range, and before the party had crossed that chain of hills. 
One was shot on the advance of the Expedition from the Darling in the 
early part of November 1844, in latitude 32°, and on the return of the party 
from the interior, in December 1845, several specimens were seen as low 
as Cawndilla, and ranging along the banks of the Darling. In the interval 
they were seen in flocks of from thirty to forty, either soaring in the air or 
congregated together in trees. They were never seen to stoop at any thing, 
nor could we detect on what they fed, but I am led to believe that it was 
mice. They are fond of hovering in the air, and in such a position look 
beautiful, the black bar across the wing underneath them appearing like a 
W, and contrasting strongly with the otherwise delicate plumage of the 
bird. They left us for a time whilst we remained at the Depôt, and the first 
that were afterwards seen by us were on the return of Mr. Browne and 
myself from our first northern journey. 
These birds are widely distributed over that part of the interior traversed 
by the Expedition. Like Elanus notatus, it has a bright full eye, the iris 
inclined to a light pink. Its shoulders are black, and its back like a sea-gull, 
slate-coloured. 
 
11. CIRCUS JARDINII, GOULD.—Jardine's Harrier. 
This bird, with its spotted plumage, was not common. A specimen was 
shot on the banks of the Darling, between Williorara and the junction with 
the Murray. None of the same bird were seen in the N.W. interior, or to the 
westward of the Barrier Range. 
 
12. STRIX PERSONATA, VIG.—Masked Barn Owl. 
This fine night bird was very rare in the interior, and only one specimen 



was procured. Its plumage is characterised by that softness so peculiar to 
the genus to which it belongs, and in consequence of which its flight is so 
silent and stealthy that, like the foot-fall of the cat, it is unheard. 
This owl was shot on the Darling, after having been startled out of a tree. 
 
13. STRIX DELICATULUS, GOULD.—Delicate Owl. 
Nearly allied to the Strix flammea, or Barn Owl of England. This bird, 
widely spread over the continent of Australia, inhabits the interior in great 
numbers, wherever there are trees large enough for it to build in. Their 
young were just fledged when the Expedition descended into the western 
interior, and at sunset came out on the branches of the gum-trees, where 
they sat for several hours to be fed, making a most discordant noise every 
time the old birds came with a fresh supply of food, which was about every 
quarter of an hour. It was frequently impossible to sleep from the constant 
screeching of the young owls. Their food is principally mice, bats, and 
large moths. 
 
14. ATHENE BOOBOOK.—Boobook Owl. 
So called from its whoop resembling that sound. Like others of its genus 
it comes from its hiding place at sunset, and its note in the distance is 
exactly like that of the cuckoo, but the sound changes as you approach it. 
This bird has a dark brown plumage, spotted white, and differs in many 
respects from the genus Strix, although very closely allied to it. 
 
15. ÆGOTHELES NOVÆ-HOLLANDIÆ, VIG. AND HORSF.—Owlet 
night Jar. 
This small bird, although a night bird, is very frequently seen in the day 
time, sleeping on the branch of a Casuarina, to which they appear to be 
partial. It is very common in the brushes of the Murray belt, and when 
disturbed has an awkward flight, as if it knew not where to go. Its plumage 
is very downy and soft, and it weighs exceedingly light. 
 
16. PODARGUS HUMERALIS. VIG. AND HORSF. Tawny-shouldered 
Podargus. 
This singular bird is an inhabitant of the distant interior, and was seen on 
several occasions, but invariably near hills. The appearance of this uncouth 
bird is very absurd, with his enormous mouth that literally reaches from ear 
to ear, and his eyes half shut. Mr. Browne surprised five of these birds on a 
stone, on the summit of Mount Arrowsmith, about half a degree to the 
southward of the Depôt. They were all sitting with their heads together, 
and all flew in different directions when roused. 
 
17. EUROSTOPODUS GUTTATUS.—Spotted Goat-sucker. 
This rapid-winged night bird is widely distributed over South-eastern 
Australia, if not over every part of the Continent. I have often watched the 
motions of this light and airy bird round a pond of water close to which I 
have been lying, with the full bright moon above me, and been amazed at 
its rapid evolutions; and admired the wisdom of that Providence which had 
so adapted this little animal for the part it was to act on the great stage of 
the universe. So light, that it had no difficulty in maintaining a prolonged 
flight, with its noiseless wing, making its sweeps to greater or lesser 
distances, and seeming never to require rest. The habit of this Goat-sucker 
is to lie under any tree or brush during the day, from which it issues in 
great alarm on being roused. 
 



18. CHELIDON ARIEL, GOULD. 
The brown-headed Swallow, a common bird in the interior during the 
summer. Gregarious, and building clay nests, like bottles stuck against a 
tree, in rows one above the other. Instinct guides these little birds to select 
a tree that slopes and is concave, in which the nests will be protected from 
rain or storms. A white-headed swallow was also frequently seen, but it 
was always under circumstances that prevented our procuring a specimen. 
 
19. MEROPS ORNATUS, LATH.—Australian Bee-eater. 
This beautiful little bird, with its varied plumage, is migratory, and visits 
the southern parts of the continent during summer, when its locality is near 
any river, or chain of ponds, although it is also found in other places. I first 
shot this pretty bird on the banks of the Macquarie in 1828, where it was in 
considerable numbers. It visits Adelaide, and we saw it in the interior 
almost to our extreme north. 
 
20. HALCYON SANCTUS, VIG. AND HORSF. Sacred Halcyon. 
This ill-proportioned bird in shape and general appearance is like the 
Kingfisher. Instead however of living on fish, he contents himself with 
lizards, beetles, grasshoppers, etc., and amongst these he makes a great 
havoc. The range of this bird did not extend beyond the lat. of the Depôt. 
 
21. HALCYON PYRRHOPYGIA, GOULD.—Red-backed Halcyon. 
Similar in shape and figure to the last, but differing in plumage and in 
size, having dull red feathers over the rump, the blue being also of a duller 
shade. It ranges far north. 
 
22. ARTAMUS SORDIDUS.—Wood Swallow. 
The flight and habits of this bird are very like those of the swallow tribe. 
They huddle together to roost: selecting a flat round stump, round the edge 
of which they sit with their heads inwards, so presenting a singular 
appearance: or else they cling together to the number of thirty or forty on a 
branch like a swarm of bees. They were seen in every part of the interior 
over the whole of which they appear to range. 
 
23. ARTAMUS PERSONATUS, GOULD.—Masked wood Swallow. 
So called because of a black mark on the throat and cheek resembling a 
mask in some measure. The plumage of this bird is light, the breast of the 
male almost approaching to a white, for size and shape there is little 
difference between this and the last. Both are equally common, and are 
seen together, ranging the brushes at a great distance from water. 
 
24. ARTAMUS SUPERCILIOSUS, GOULD.—White eyebrowed wood 
Swallow.A white line over the eye is the distinguishing mark of this bird. One or 
other species of Artamus was found when no other birds were to be seen. 
They generally sat on dead branches, and their flight extended no farther 
than from the one to the other. 

There are several species of this beautiful tribe of little birds, but the 
above was the only kind procured. The species under consideration 
occupies the higher branches of the gum-trees, and is so small that it is 
seen with difficulty. 
 
 
26. GYMNORHINA LEUCONOTA, GOULD.—The White-backed 



Crow Shrike. 
This bird is somewhat larger than, and very much resembles a magpie, 
but the proportion of white is greater, and there is no metallic or varied tint 
on the black feathers as on the European bird. In South Australia it is a 
winter bird, and his clear fine note was always the most heard on the 
coldest morning, as if that temperature best suited him. All the species of 
this genus are easily domesticated, and learn to pipe tunes. They are 
mischievous birds about a house, but are useful in a garden. I had one that 
ranged the fields to a great distance round the house, but always returned to 
sleep in it. 
 
27. CRACTICUS DESTRUCTOR. 
This bird has the strong, straight, and hooked bill. He is an ugly brute in 
shape and plumage, but is a magnificent songster. His own notes ring 
through the wilds, and there is not a bird of the forest that he does not 
imitate. One of these birds regularly visited the camp at Flood Creek every 
morning to learn a tune one of the men used to whistle to him, and he 
always gave notice of his presence by a loud note of the most metallic 
sound. It breeds on the hills, and is generally found wherever there is shade 
and water. 
 
28. GRALLINA AUSTRALIS.—Pied Grallina. 
This harmless bird, somewhat larger than a field-fare, is found near 
water, where the banks are muddy. It is common on all the river flats, and 
lives on insects. Its pied plumage is very pretty, but its note is a 
melancholy one. Very few were seen to the westward of the Barrier Range, 
and those always close to lagoons. 
 
29. GRAUCALUS MELANOPS.—Black-faced Graucalus. 
The colour of the plumage of this bird is that of slate, and it has a black 
throat. Its range is very extensive, but we did not see it in the distant northwest 
interior. 
 
30. PTEROPODOCYS PHASIANELLA, GOULD.—Ground 
Grauculus. 
There were not more than six or seven of this bird seen during the 
progress of the Expedition, and that only at the Depôt. They were 
exceedingly wild and wary, keeping in the centre of open plains and 
feeding on locusts and grasshoppers. They always kept together, and flew 
straight from and to the trees on the banks of the creek. This bird is long in 
shape, and has a peculiar rise over the rump. It is elegantly formed. The 
head and back are slate-coloured; the rump white, with scollops, as also is 
the breast; the wings and tail being black and long. It was with great 
difficulty that we procured any specimen of this bird from its shyness. It 
apparently came from the N.E. and departed in the same direction when 
winter approached. 
 
31. CAMPEPHAGA HUMERALIS, GOULD.—White-shouldered 
Campephaga. 
An insectivorous bird, frequenting the brushes of the interior, and of 
wide range; visiting the southern districts in summer, but evidently being a 
bird of a warm climate. A species very similar to the present inhabited 
Norfolk Island. 
 
 



32. PACHYCEPHALUS GUTTURALIS.—Guttural Pachycephala. 
The strong bill of this bird indicates its character as living on insects. It is 
common, and has been so often described as to require no notice here. 
 
33. PACHYCEPHALUS PECTORALIS, VIG. AND HORSF.—Banded 
Thick-head. 
Similar in habits to the last; and is abundant in all parts of South 
America 
. 
34. COLLURICINCLA HARMONICA.—Harmonious Colluricincla. 
A bird of dull plumage, with the habits of a thrush, keeping in the bushes 
or young sapling gum-trees, near water, and living on insects of various 
kinds. Its note is sweet, and amongst Australian birds it may be considered 
a good songster. Its range is extensive. It was numerous on Cooper's Creek, 
in lat. 271/2° and long. 142.° 
 
35. OREOÏCA GUTTURALIS.—Crested piping Thrush. 
I found this bird common on the plains eastward of the Darling, and also 
in the western interior. It visits the south-eastern parts of the continent, and 
is common in South Australia; frequenting open forests, and betraying its 
presence by its monotonous notes. It is a strong built bird, with a dull 
plumage, but its crest adds much to its beauty, and it has a deep yellow iris. 
36. ERYTHRODRYAS RHODINOGASTER.—Pink-breasted wood 
Robin. 
This pretty little bird is, like our own native Robin, fond of woodlands, 
and is generally found amongst thick brush, issuing from it to perch on 
dead branches. Its breast is a fine bright pink; its plumage is otherwise 
black and white, and it has a spot of white over the nostrils. The range of 
this bird is extensive, and it is common to many localities. 
 
37. PETROICA GOODENOVII.—Red-capped Robin. 
Similar in shape to the last, and essentially with the same plumage, with 
this exception, that the feathers over the nostril in this bird are a fine deep 
red, as well as its breast. It is found in South Australia, and was not 
uncommon in the interior. 
 
38. PETROICA PHOENICEA, GOULD.—Flame-breasted Robin. 
Similar in general appearance, but larger than either of the last; it is grey 
where it is black in the others, and is without any frontal mark. It has, like 
the others, a breast of red, approaching to a flame colour. This species is 
not common in the interior. None of the three described are songsters, and 
cannot therefore rival our own sweet bird in that respect. 
 
39. DRYMODES BRUNNEOPYGIA, GOULD.—Scrub Robin. 
This bird is considerably larger than the last described, and is an 
inhabitant of scrubs. 
 
40. SPHENOSTOMA CRISTATA, GOULD.—Crested Wedge Bill. 
The note of this bird is generally heard when all the other birds are silent, 
during the heat of the day. Its range does not extend to the westward of the 
Barrier Range, or beyond 321/2° of latitude. 
 
41. MALURUS CYANEUS.—Blue Wren. 
This beautiful little warbler, so splendidly illustrated in the work of Mr. 
Gould, is common in South-Australia. There are six or seven species of the 



genus, all equally beautiful. 
42. MALURUS MELANOTUS. 
This beautiful description of Malurus, common in the brushes of South 
Australia, was frequently met with, particularly in scrubby places. 
43. MALURUS LEUCOPTERUS.—White-winged. 
The habits of this bird are exactly similar to those of a wren. It delights in 
being on the top of bushes, whence after singing for a minute or two it flies 
into the centre and secretes itself. The rich-coloured males of this family 
are generally followed by a number of small brown birds, their late 
offspring. This peculiarity has been mentioned fully by Mr. Gould in his 
splendid work on Australian birds. 
41. EPTHIANURA AURIFRONS, GOULD.—Orange-fronted 
Epthianura. 
The general appearance of this beautiful little bird is very different from 
that of Australian birds in general. A few years ago a specimen came 
accidentally into my hands, and it was so unlike any bird I had seen that I 
doubted its having been shot in Australia, but concluded that it was a South 
American specimen. Two or three however were procured by the 
Expedition, in latitude 29°, longitude 1411/2°. 
45. EPTHIANURA TRICOLOR, GOULD.—Tricoloured Epthianura. 
This beautiful little bird was procured, both on the summit of the Barrier 
Range, and on the plains to the westward of it, generally inhabiting open 
brush. It was conspicuous amongst the smaller birds on account of its 
bright red plumage, but it was by no means uncommon. This bird evidently 
migrates from the north-west, and the second time, when it was seen so far 
to the westward of the ranges, it was most likely on its return from that 
point. 
46. PYRRHOLÆMUS BRUNNEUS, GOULD.—Brown Red-throat. 
A small and common brush bird, and a good warbler, more remarkable 
indeed for the sweetness of its song than for the beauty of its plumage. 
47. CINCLORAMPHUS RUFESCENS. 
A good songster, and generally distributed over the country. 
48. AMADINA LATHAMI.—Spotted-sided Finch. 
This is, I believe, the largest of its genus, and is a beautiful little bird. It 
was not seen to the westward of Stanley's Barrier Range. Its range is, 
however, extensive, as it is found in most parts of New South Wales, as 
well as South Australia. 
49. AMADINA CASTANOTUS, GOULD. 
This pretty little bird is perhaps more numerous than any other in the 
interior of Australia. Never did its note fall on our ears there but as the 
harbinger of good, for never did we hear this little bird but we were sure to 
find water nigh at hand, and many a time has it raised my drooping spirits 
and those of my companions, when in almost hopeless search for that, to 
us, invaluable element. 
The Amadina castanotus is gregarious, collecting together in hundreds on 
bushes never very far from water, to which they regularly go at sunset. 
They build in small trees, many nests being together in the same tree, and 
hatch their young in December. It was met with in every part of the interior 
wherever there was water, but hundreds must perish yearly from thirst, for 
the country must frequently dry up round them, to such a distance as to 
prevent the possibility of their flying to another place of safety. The hawks 
make sad havoc also amongst these harmless little birds, generally carrying 
off two at a time. 
50. CINCLOSOMA CASTANOTUS, GOULD.—Chesnut-backed 
Ground Thrush. 



This is a bird of the great Murray belt, and was first shot by my very 
valued friend Mr. Gould, when in a bush excursion with me in South 
Australia. It is by no means a common bird, and is exceedingly wary. 
51. CINCLOSOMA CINNAMONEUS, GOULD.—Cinnamon-coloured 
Ground Thrush. 
This third species of Cinclosoma appeared at the Depôt in latitude 
291/2°, longitude 142°, during the winter months in considerable numbers, 
and a good many specimens were procured. Mr. Gould tells me this is the 
only new species procured during my recent Expedition, a proof, I think, of 
his indefatigable exertions in the prosecution of his researches. Indeed I 
can bear abundant testimony as to the perseverance and ability he 
displayed whilst with me, and the little regard he had to personal comfort, 
in his ardent pursuit of information as to the habits of the feathered tribes 
in the singular region where he was sojourning. 
52. ZANTHOMYZA PHRYGIA.—Warty-faced Honey-eater. 
This Honey-eater, with alternate black and yellow plumage, frequented 
all the sand hills where Banksias grew, but as none of those trees are to be 
found to the westward of Stanley's Barrier Range, so these birds were 
confined to the country eastward of it. 
They are found both in New South Wales and in South Australia; and 
most probably came to the latter place from the eastward. 
50. ACANTHORHYNCHUS-RUFO-GULARIS, GOULD.—Shiny 
Honey-eater. 
A larger Honey-eater, with grey mottled plumage, generally found on the 
Banksia, and not very common. 
53. ZOSTEROPS DORSALIS.—Grey-backed white-eye. 
Seen in many parts of the country through which the Expedition passed, 
but more common in the settled districts of the colony. It is exceedingly 
mischievous amongst the grapes, and frequents the gardens in such 
numbers as to be formidable. 

 

54. CRYSOCOCCYX LUCIDUS.—The shining Cuckoo. 
This is the smallest of the Cuckoo tribe, and is known by the metallic 
lustre of its wings. It is beautifully figured in Mr. Gould's work. It was 
frequently seen in the interior. 
55. CLIMACTERIS SCANDENS, TEMM.—Brown Tree-Creeper. 
This creeper was, with another Climacteris Picumnus, common in the 
pine forests and on the open box-tree flats all over the interior. It is not a 
showy bird in any way, but is very active and indefatigable in its search for 
insects. It is remarkable that no Picus has been found in Australia. 
56. ACROCEPHALUS AUSTRALIS.—The reed singing Bird. 
This beautiful warbler is common in south-eastern Australia, wherever 
there are reeds by the banks of the rivers or creeks, but where they were 
wanting its voice was silent. On the banks of the Murray and the Darling 
its note was to be heard during the greater part of the night, almost equal to 
that of the nightingale, and like that delightful bird, its plumage is any 
thing but brilliant, it is however somewhat larger, and although its general 
shade is brown, it has a light shade of yellow in the breast that makes it 
brighter in its plumage than the European songster. 
57. HYLACOLA PYRHOPYGIA. 
A common species inhabiting scrubs. 
58. HYLACOLA CAUTA, GOULD. 
A small bush bird, common to the belts of the Murray and other similar 



localities. 
59. CYSTICOLA EXILIS, GOULD.—Exile Warbler. 
This little bird has a varied note, indeed it is not a bad songster. It 
inhabits grass beds and scrubby lands, but its range does not extend beyond 
the 32° parallel. The Barrier Range appearing to form a limit to the 
wanderings of many of the smaller birds. 
60. ACANTHIZA PYRRHOPYGIA.—Red-rumped Acanthiza. 
A small bush bird of brown plumage on the back, with a reddish spot 
over the rump. 
61. ACANTHIZA CHRYSORRHÆA.—Yellow rumped Acanthiza. 
This bird is similar to the last in every thing but the colour of the feathers 
over the rump, which in the present specimen is yellow. Very common on 
the plains and open glades of woods. 
62. XEROPHILA LEUCOPSIS, GOULD.—White-faced Xerophila. 
It is singular, as Mr. Gould relates in his work, that this bird should not 
have been known or procured until he shot it, almost on the steps of 
Government house in Adelaide. It was occasionally seen in the interior, but 
not to the westward of the Barrier Range. It keeps generally on the ground. 
Mr. Gould has distinguished it in consequence its having a front of white. 
It is short and compact in form, and like the preceding bird keeps a good 
deal on the ground. 
63. CALAMANTHUS CAMPESTRIS, GOULD.—Field Reed Lark. 
This bird is smaller than the regular lark, and differs from it in many 
respects: indeed it more resembles the tit lark than the sky lark, and 
altogether wants the melodious song of the latter. It is a very common bird 
all over such parts of Australia as I have visited; frequenting open ground. 
64. CINCLORAMPHUS CANTILLANS, GOULD. Great singing Lark. 
This bird, both in its habits and song, resembles the Bunting of Europe, 
rising like it from the top of one bush, with a fine full note, and descending 
with tremulous wing to another. Its range, as far as I can judge, is right 
across the continent, since we fell in with it at our most distant northern 
points. It is much larger than the above, has a stronger bill, and a dark 
breast. This bird is good eating. 
65. CINCLORAMPHUS RUFESCENS.—Singing Lark. 
This is also a good songster. 
66. CORCORX LEUCOPTERUS.—White-winged Chough. 
This bird has a dirty black plumage, excepting a white bar across the 
wings. It is generally seen in groups of six or seven, flying from tree to 
tree, and is widely distributed all over the continent. 
67. CORVUS CORONOÏDES, VIG. AND HORSF. White-eyed Crow. 
This bird approaches somewhat to the raven. Its plumage is black and 
glossy, its neck feathers like a cock's hackle, and the iris white, the latter 
peculiarity giving it a singular appearance. Many of these birds remained 
with us at the Depôt after we had been deserted by most of the other kinds, 
and served to fatten an old native who had visited the camp, on whose 
condition they worked a perfect miracle. I suppose indeed that there never 
was such an instance of an individual becoming absolutely fat in so short a 
time, from a state of extreme emaciation, as in that old and singular savage, 
from eating the crows that were shot for him, and which constituted his 
chief, I might say, his only food. 
68. POMATORHINUS SUPERCILIOSUS. 
A bird that frequented the cypress and pine forests; running along the 
branches of the trees like rats, and chasing each other from one to the 
other. This bird is about the size of a thrush, but is very different in other 
respects. It has dark brown plumage, with a rufous breast. 



69. POMATORHINUS TEMPORALIS. 
A bird very similar in plumage and habits to the last, but smaller and 
quicker in its motions. I shot these birds on a former expedition to the 
eastward of the Darling, and both are figured in my former work, page 219, 
vol. II. 
70. GLYCIPHILA FULVIFRONS.—Fulvous-fronted Honey-eater. 
A bird common amongst the honey-suckles (Banksias), in the sandy rises 
or mounds in the neighbourhood of the Darling. It appears in South 
Australia in similar localities, and has all the characters of its genus in the 
curved bill, pencilled tongue, and other points. 
71. GLYCIPHILA ALBIFRONS, GOULD.—White-fronted Glyciphila. 
This bird is about the size of a chaffinch, and was first killed by me on 
the Darling. 
72. PTILOTIS CRATITIUS, GOULD. 
This Honey-eater is remarkable in having a narrow lilac skin on the 
cheek, with a light line of yellow feathers beneath it. It is long both in the 
body and tail, and is of graceful form. Its colour is grey, but the breast is of 
a lighter shade and is slightly mottled. First shot by Mr. Gould in South 
Australia, from whose searching eye, and persevering industry, few things 
escaped. It was not common in the interior, but was occasionally seen in 
favourable localities. 
73. ANTHOCHÆRA CARUNCULATA.—Wattle Bird. 
Frequents Banksias, and is common wherever those trees are to be found. 
The Anthochaera carunculata is the largest of the wattle birds in South 
Australia. It has a grey plumage, mottled with white, and is by no means 
inelegant in its shape, being a long, slender, well proportioned bird. The 
whole of the Honey-suckers have curved bills and pencilled tongues. 
74. ANTHOCHÆRA MELLIVORA.—Brush Wattle Bird. 
This Honey-eater is of very limited range, and was so seldom seen during 
the progress of the Expedition up the Darling, that it may almost be said to 
be confined to the located district of South Australia. Its range, however, is 
as far as to the parallel of 30°, beyond which point, as the majority of the 
honey-bearing trees cease, the larger Honey-suckers are not to be found. 
Like all the birds of the same genus, it is quick in its movements. 
75. MELITHREPTUS GULARIS, GOULD.—Black-throated Honeyeater. 
This bird is distinguished by its black throat, and a white lunate mark on 
the nape of the neck. It is to be found in most places where honey-bearing 
flowers or trees are to be seen. The general plumage is a dull green. 
76. MELITHREPTUS LUNULATUS.—Lunulated Honey-eater. 
This species partakes of all the characters of the genus, but is much 
smaller. 
The range of the Honey-eaters does not extend beyond the 28th 
parallel—towards the N.W. interior, or Central Australia; as there are few 
honey-giving trees in that desert region. They are found all along the 
summits of the Barrier Range, however, in considerable numbers; and are 
always known by their loud wild note. 
77. MYZANTHA GARRULA.—The Old Soldier. 
A very sociable and tame bird. Its range is over the whole of southeastern 
Australia, and we saw nests of these noisy birds at Fort Grey, in 
29°. The general colour is grey; their bill, and some portion of the head 
being yellow. They are fond of being near habitations, and frequent the 
trees round a stock station in great numbers. 
78. SITTELLA PILEATA, GOULD.—Black-capped Sittella. 
A creeper, with a black head, and grey brown plumage. Not very 
common, though often seen in the interior. It is larger than the S. 



Chrysoptera. 
79. CACATUA GALERITA.—Sulphur-crested Cockatoo. 
This Cockatoo, the most common in Australia, is snow-white, with the 
exception of its crest, which is of a bright sulphur. It is also the most 
mischievous of Australian birds, and not only plays sad havoc amongst the 
wheat when ripe, but soon clears a field that has been sown. They are in 
immense flocks, and when in mischief always have sentinels at some 
prominent point to prevent their being taken by surprise, and signify the 
approach of a foe by a loud scream. They build in the hollows of trees, and 
in vast numbers in the Murray cliffs, making them ring with their wild 
notes; and in that situation are out of reach of the natives. They are 
abundant along the line of the Darling as high as Fort Bourke, but do not 
pass to the westward of that river, nor do they inhabit the interior. 
80. CACATUA LEADBEATERII.—Leadbeater's Cockatoo. 
This beautiful Cockatoo is, like the first, of white plumage, with a light 
red shade under the wings. He has a large sulphur and scarlet crest, which 
he erects to the best advantage when alarmed. This Cockatoo frequents the 
pine forests near Gawler Town, and is seen wherever that tree abounds; but 
he is not common, although widely distributed over the interior; his range 
extending to the latitude of Fort Grey, in 29°; far beyond where any 
pinetrees were to be found 
81. CACATUA SANGUINEA, GOULD.—Blood-stained Cockatoo. 
This is a smaller bird than either of the preceding; it is also of white 
plumage, with a light red down under the feathers; and, although it has the 
power of erecting the feathers on its head, it may be said to be crestless. 
This bird succeeded Cacatua galerita, and was first seen in an immense 
flock on the grassy plains at the bottom of the Depôt Creek, feeding on the 
grassy plains or under the trees, where it greedily sought the seeds of the 
kidney bean. These cockatoos were very wild, and when they rose from the 
ground or the trees made a most discordant noise, their note being, if 
anything, still more disagreeable than that of either of the others. They left 
us in April, and must have migrated to the N.E., as they did not pass us to 
the N.W., nor were they any where seen so numerous as at this place. 
82. CACATUA EOS.—Rose Cockatoo. 
This beautiful bird, seen in the depressed interior in such great numbers, 
has a slate-coloured back, wings and tail, whilst its breast and neck are of a 
beautiful rose-pink colour. It has a trifling crest, but not one like the two 
first described cockatoos. We carried this bird with us to the farthest north, 
as high up as the 25th parallel. There were several nests at Fort Grey, from 
which the men procured several young; one of which I brought alive to 
Adelaide. They hatch in the end of October, and build in the hollows of the 
box-trees. A flock of these cockatoos, turning their red breasts together to 
the sun in flying, look very beautiful. 
83. LICMETIS NASICUS.—Long-billed Licmetis. 
This cockatoo is very like Cacatua sanguinea in colour and shape. It is 
white, with a dirty shade of yellow under the wing. The upper mandibula is 
much longer than the lower, overhanging it considerably. This it uses to 
grub up roots and other things on which it lives. These cockatoos were 
very numerous on the Murray, and are altogether distinct from the genus to 
which I have compared them; but their note is very similar, and, excepting 
to a naturalist, the difference is difficult to observe. The skin round the eye 
of both species is much larger than the cere round that of the common 
cockatoo. 
84. CALYPTORHYNCHUS FUNEREUS?—Black Cockatoo. 
This fine bird was widely distributed over the brushy land of the interior, 



but was never seen in any considerable numbers. Its plumage is black, and 
the broad feathers in the tail are of a light yellow underneath. There is a 
supposition that when these cockatoos fly across the country uttering their 
hoarse note, it is a prelude to rain; but unfortunately I can bear testimony to 
the contrary, having often seen them so fly over my head when I would 
have given my right arm for water. I am not aware that the Black Cockatoo 
will survive captivity, I believe they always pine and die. 
85. POLYTELIS MELANURA.—Black-tailed Parroquet. 
The Murray Parrot, with a bright yellow body and neck, the feathers at 
the back of the neck having a greener tinge. The long feathers of the wing 
are of a blue black, as also the tail, but in the wings there are three or four 
desultory red feathers. This bird visits the valley of the Murray in great 
numbers in the summer months, where its young are taken in great 
numbers, and easily tamed in cages. I was unable to make out where this 
bird comes from, or the point to which it migrates. Their place of abode 
during the winter is entirely unknown. It is a beautiful and a showy bird, 
making a noise something like the Green Leak, and was first shot by me on 
my return up the river, in 1836. 
86. PLATYCERCUS BARNARDII, VIG. AND HORSF. Barnard's 
Parroquet. 
This fine bird is found in the Murray Belt as well as in other localities, 
and is thence termed the parrot of the Murray Belt. It is one of the most 
beautiful of the parrot tribe, has a generally blue-green plumage on the 
back and neck, with a yellow crescent on the breast, and a purple below. 
This family are all distinguished by having long tails. 
87. PLATYCERCUS ADELAIDIÆ, GOULD.—The Adelaide 
Parroquet. 
This fine and beautiful bird is common in South Australia, where it 
usurps the place of the Lory (Platycercus penantii) in New South Wales, 
and does equal mischief to the stack-yard. Its general plumage is yellow, 
but it has a dull red head, and blue cheeks. Its wings and tail, which is very 
long, are also blue, the longer feathers being almost black. Its back is 
marked with black scollops, and in size exceeds many of the Platycerei. 

 

88. PSEPHOTUS HÆMATOGASTER, GOULD.—The Crimsonbellied 
Parroquet. 
This Parroquet is a bird of the interior, and was spread over the whole of 
it in greater or less numbers. Always numerous where box-trees were 
growing in the vicinity of water. The Psephotus haematogaster is 
essentially a bird of the central parts of Australia, or else its range is 
confined between the 24th and 30th parallels of latitude. It is not a bird of 
bright plumage; it is distinguished by a bright crimson belly. It has likewise 
feathers of a peculiar bronze and yellow on the wings; the rest of the 
plumage being a dull blue green, excepting that over the bill it has some 
light blue feathers. 
89. PSEPHOTUS HÆMATONOTUS, GOULD.—Red-rumped 
Parroquet. 
This is a bird of the interior, and was found on the most distant creeks, 
amongst the gum-trees. It was, however, fond of being on the ground, from 
whence it would rise and hide itself on being alarmed. It is a wild bird, and 
a noisy one. It colours are generally dull. 
90. EUPHEMA ELEGANS.—Grass Parroquet. 
This beautiful Euphema is seen in great numbers on the sea-skirts of the 



plains of Adelaide, feeding on grass seeds. It was in course of migration 
when we were at the Depôt in lat. 29° 40'; but after the other birds, and 
remained stationary for some time. It was never seen by us in the day time, 
but came regularly to water night and morning, when it was so dark that 
they could hardly be seen. The plumage of this bird is very beautiful. Its 
back and neck are green, as well as the crown of the head; its wings blue 
black; the breast and under tail feathers are of a bright yellow, with a blue 
and yellow band in the front. 
91. EUPHEMA BOURKII.—Bourke's Parroquet. 
This elegant little bird was also a visitant at the Depôt, and remained 
throughout the winter; keeping in the day time in the barren brushes behind 
the camp, and coming only to water. The approach of this little bird was 
intimated by a sharp cutting noise in passing rapidly through the air, when 
it was so dark that no object could be seen distinctly; and they frequently 
struck against the tent cords in consequence. This Euphema has a general 
dark plumage, but with a beautifully delicate rose-pink shade over the 
breast and head, by which it will always be distinguished. 
92. MELOPSITTACUS UNDULATUS.—Warbling Grass Parroquet. 
Called “Bidgerigung” by the natives. This beautiful little Euphema visits 
South Australia about the end of August or the beginning of September, 
and remains until some time after the breeding season. It is perhaps the 
most numerous of the summer birds. I remember, in 1838, being at the 
head of St. Vincent's Gulf, early in September, and seeing flights of these 
birds, and Nymphicus Novoe-Holl. following each other in numbers of 
from 50 to 100 along the coast line, like starlings following a line of coast. 
They came directly from the north, and all kept the same straight line, or in 
each other's wake. Both birds subsequently disperse over the province. The 
plumage of this bird is a bright yellow, scolloped black, and three or four 
beautiful deep blue spots over each side the cheek. 
93. NYMPHICUS NOVÆ-HOLLANDIÆ.—The Crested Parroquet. 
One of the most graceful of the parrot tribe, coming in, as I have stated 
above, with the Melopsittacus, and remaining during the summer. The 
general plumage is grey, with a white band across the wings. It has also a 
sulphuryellow patch on the cheek, in the centre of which is one of scarlet. 
It has also a long, hairy crest, which it keeps generally erected. Both birds 
passed the Depôt in migrating, and Nymphicus was the last bird we saw to 
the north of the Stony Desert, in lat. 241/2° and long. 138°, on its return to 
the province in September. 
94. TRICHOLOSSUS PORPHYROCEPHALUS, DIET.— Porphyrycrowned 
Parroquet. 
This pretty bird has a green plumage, but is distinguished by a deep blue 
patch on the crown of the head; from which it derives its name. 
95. PEZOPORUS FORMOSUS.—The Ground Parrot. 
This bird was only twice seen in the interior, but on both occasions in the 
same scrubby and salty country it is known to frequent in New South 
Wales and other places. A specimen was shot by Mr. Stuart, in the bed of a 
salt lagoon in 261/2° of latitude, and 141/2° of longitude, but none of these 
birds were seen to the west of that point. It has dark green plumage mottled 
with black, and has a patch of dull red over the bill. 
96. PHAPS CHALCOPTERA.—Common Bronze-wing. 
This fine pigeon, so well known in the located parts of the continent, was 
also generally spread over the interior. Its habits are peculiar, insomuch 
that it goes to water at so late an hour that it is almost impossible to see 
them. They were rather numerous at the Depôt, but very few were shot 
there. In the more distant interior, when we should frequently have been 



glad of one of these birds to give a relish to our monotonous diet, they 
were equally as difficult to be shot, and although we sat at the edge of any 
pond near which we happened to be, and watched with noiseless anxiety, 
they would get to the water, and the sharp flap of their wings in rising, 
alone told us we had missed our game. The natives of the Murray set nets 
across any gully down which they fly to water on the banks of the Murray, 
and so catch them in great numbers. The Bronze-wing is strong in his 
flight, and is a plump bird, and capital to eat. Its general colour is brown 
lightly mottled, it has a dirty-white crown, and the wing feathers are a 
beautiful bronze. 
97. PHAPS ELEGANS.—Small Brush Bronze-wing. 
This is much smaller than the above, and not so common. It inhabits 
close brushes, and is flushed like a woodcock, there seldom being more 
than two together. Its plumage is darker than Phaps chalcoptera, nor is 
there any white about it except on the crown of the head, the secondary 
wing feathers being of a bronze colour, without any shade of blue and 
green, so prominent in the first described of these birds. 
98. PHAPS HISTRIONICA, GOULD.—The Harlequin Bronze-wing. 
This beautiful pigeon is an inhabitant of the interior. Its range was 
between the parallels of 311/2° and 26°, but it was never seen to the south 
of Stanley's Barrier Range, if I except a solitary wanderer on the banks of 
the Murray. These birds lay their eggs in February, depositing them under 
any low bush in the middle of open plains. In the end of March and the 
beginning of April, they collect in large flats and live on the seed of the 
rice-grass, which the natives also collect for food. During the short period 
this harvest lasts, the flavour of these pigeons is most delicious, but at other 
times it is indifferent. They feed on the open plains, and come to water at 
sunset, but like the Bronze-wing only wet the bill. It is astonishing indeed 
that so small a quantity as a bare mouthful should be sufficient to quench 
their thirst in the burning deserts they inhabit. They left us in the beginning 
of May, and I think migrated to the N.E., for the farther we went to the 
westward the fewer did we see of them. This bird has a white and black 
head, the crown being white, and its back is a rusty brown, the long 
feathers of the wings of a slate colour, with a white spot at the end of each 
as well as at the end of the tail feathers; the belly being a beautiful deep 
slate colour. See page 83, vol. II. 
99. GEOPHAPS PLUMIFERA, GOULD. 
It was on the return of the party from the eastern extremity of Cooper's 
Creek, that we first saw and procured specimens of this beautiful little bird. 
Its locality was entirely confined to about thirty miles along the banks of 
that creek, and it was generally noticed perched on some rock fully 
exposed to the sun's rays, and evidently taking a pleasure in basking in the 
tremendous heat. It was very wild and took wing on hearing the least noise, 
but its flight was short and rapid like that of a quail, which bird it 
resembles in many of its habits. In the afternoon this little pigeon was seen 
running in the grass on the creek side, and could hardly be distinguished 
from a quail. It never perched on the trees, but when it dropped after rising 
from the ground, could seldom be flushed again, but ran with such speed 
through the grass as to elude our search. The plate, to which I may refer the 
reader at page 83, vol. II. in which he will see it figured, will supersede the 
necessity of any description. The Geophaps plumifera was found, I believe, 
in considerable numbers on the Lind and the Burdekin by Doctor 
Leichhardt, during his journey from Moreton Bay to Port Essington. 
100. OCYPHAPS LOPHOTES.—Crested Pigeon of the Marshes. 
The locality of this beautiful pigeon is always near water. It is a bird of 



the depresed interior, never ascending to higher land where there are 
extensive marshes covered with the polygonum geranium. In river valleys, 
on the flats of which the same bramble grows, the Ocyphaps lophotes is 
sure to be found. It was first seen by me on the banks of the Macquarie, in 
lat. 31° during my expedition to the Darling, but there is no part of the 
interior over which I have subsequently travelled where it is not, and it is 
very evident that its range is right across the continent from north to south. 
The general colour of this bird is a light purple or slate colour, and its form 
and plumage are both much more delicate than that of the Bronze-wing, 
but it is by no means so fine a bird, its flesh being neither tender nor wellflavoured. 
This bird is figured in my former work, page 79, vol. I. It has a crest, and 
is marked on the back and wings very similar to Geophaps plumiferus. 
This bird builds in low shrubs in exposed situations, and lays two eggs on 
so few twigs that it is only surprising how they remain together. 
101. GEOPELIA CUNEATA.—Speckled Dove. 
All that we read or imagine of the softness and innocence of the dove is 
realised in this beautiful and delicate little bird. It is very small and has a 
general purple plumage approaching to lilac. It has a bright red skin round 
the eyes, the iris being also red, and its wings are speckled over with 
delicate white spots. This sweet bird is common on the Murray and the 
Darling, and was met with in various parts of the interior, but I do not think 
that it migrates to the N.W. Two remained with us at the Depôt in latitude 
39' 40°, longitude 142°, during a greater part of the winter, and on one 
occasion roosted on my tent ropes near a fire. The note of this dove is 
exceedingly plaintive, and is softer, but much resembles the coo of the 
turtle-dove. 
102. GEOPELIA TRANQUILLA, GOULD.—Ventriloquist Dove. 
This bird, somewhat larger than the preceding, is not by any means so 
delicate in appearance. The colour of its plumage is similar in some 
respects, but has close black scollops on the breast and neck without any 
spots on the wings. This bird also frequents the banks of the Darling and 
the Murray, but is not so common as Geopelia cuneata. I first heard it on 
the marshes of the Macquarie, but could not see it. The fact is that it has 
the power of throwing its voice to a distance, and I mistook it for some 
time for the note of a large bird on the plains, and sent a man more than 
once with a gun to shoot it, without success. At last, as Mr. Hume and I 
were one day sitting under a tree on the Bogan creek, between the 
Macquarie and the Darling, we heard the note, and I sent my man Fraser to 
try once more if he could discover what bird it was, when on looking up 
into the tree under which we were sitting we saw one of these little doves, 
and ascertained from the movement of its throat that the sound proceeded 
from it, although it still fell on our ears as if it had been some large bird 
upon the plain. I have therefore taken upon me to call it the 
“Ventriloquist.” 
103. PEDIONOMUS TORQUATUS, GOULD.—The plain Wanderer. 
This singular bird, in plumage and habit so like the Quail, was first 
discovered on the plains of Adelaide by Mr. Gould, where it appeared in 
considerable numbers in the year 1839-40. It was afterwards procured by a 
persevering collector in that colony, Mr. Strange, who is now in Sydney. 
Although in many respects resembling a Quail, this bird has long legs like 
a Bustard, but has a hind toe which that bird has not. We fell in with 
several in the N.W. interior, but they were all solitary birds. How far 
therefore we might conclude that they migrate northwards may be 
doubtful, although, it is impossible to suppose they would proceed in any 
other direction. The Pedionomus is a stupid little bird, and is more 



frequently caught by the dog than shot. Its general colour is a light brown, 
speckled with black like a quail. Its neck is white, spotted thickly with 
black, and has a white iris. 
104. HEMIPODIUS VARIUS.—Varied Quail. 
This bird is the prettiest of its tribe, and is very common in many of the 
located parts of south-eastern Australia, but is not a bird of the interior, and 
was not observed beyond the flats of the Darling, where it was occasionally 
flushed from amongst the long grass. 
105. COTURNIX PECTORALIS.—Quail. 
This bird is very common on the better description of plains in South 
Australia, and two or three specimens were shot during the early progress 
of the Expedition, but it was not seen to the north of Stanley's Range. It is 
to be observed, indeed, that few quails of any kind were seen in the 
interior. This variety is a very pretty bird, with bright brown plumage, 
mottled like that of the ordinary quail, and is characterized by a black spot 
on the breast. 
106. SYNOÏCUS AUSTRALIS.—Swamp Quail, or Partridge. 
Synoïcus Australis is a smaller bird than those just described, but the 
colour of the plumage is much the same. It is generally found in marshes, 
or marshy ground, and frequently in bevies. 
107. SYNOÏCUS CHINENSIS. 
This beautiful little quail is generally found in marshes, or in high rushy 
ground. It is not a common bird. In size this quail is not larger than a young 
guinea fowl that has just broken the shell. It has dark plumage on the back 
and head—a deep purple breast and belly, and a white horse-shoe on the 
upper part of the neck. The female has general dark plumage, speckled 
black. 
108. DROMAIUS NOVÆ-HOLLANDIÆ.—The Emu. 
This noble bird ranges over the whole of the continent, although we did 
not see any to the north of the Stony Desert. A good many were killed by 
the dogs at Fort Grey. They travel many miles during a single night to 
water, as was proved by a pack of thirteen coming down to the Depôt 
Creek to drink, that we had seen the evening before more than 12 miles to 
the north. Those we saw in the distant interior did not differ from the 
common emu. 
109. OTIS AUSTRALASIANUS.—The Bustard. 
This fine and erectly walking bird is also common over the whole of the 
interior, migrating from the north in September and October. Several 
flights of these birds were seen by us thus migrating southwards in August, 
passing over our heads at a considerable elevation, as if they intended to be 
long on the wing. I have known this Otis weigh 28lbs. Its flesh is dark and 
varied in shade. The flavour is game and the meat is tender. 
110. LOBIVANELLUS LOBATUS.—The wattled Peewit. 
This bird is most abundant over all south-east Australia, on plains, 
marshes, and rivers, its cry and flight are very like that of our Peewit at 
home, and it adopts the same stratagem to draw the fowler from its young. 
It is a pretty bird, with bright yellow eye and a singular wattle coming from 
the bill along the cheek. It is also remarkable for a spur on the shoulder 
which it uses with much force in fighting with any crow or hawk. 
111. EDICNEMUS GRALLARIUS.—The southern stone Plover. 
There are few parts in the located districts of Australia in which this bird 
is not to be found. Its peculiar and melancholy cry, ran through the silence 
of the desert itself, and wherever rocks occurred near water they were also 
seen but not in any number. We caught a fine young bird at Flood's Creek, 
but as it was impossible to keep it, we let it go. This bird very much 



resembles the stone Plover of England, but there are some slight 
differences of plumage. 
112. SARCIOPHORUS PECTORALIS.—Black-breasted Dottrel. 
This bird is remarkable for a small red wattle protruding from the bill, 
with a grey back and wings. It takes its name from its black breast. 
113. EUDROMIAS AUSTRALIS, GOULD.—Aust. Dottrel. 
This singular bird like several others of different genera, made its 
appearance in 1841 suddenly on the plains of Adelaide, seeming to have 
come from the north. It occupied the sand hills at the edge of the Mangrove 
swamps and fed round the puddles of water on the plains. This bird 
afforded my friend Mr. Torrens, an abundant harvest, as they were 
numerous round his house, but although some few have visited South 
Australia every year, they have never appeared in such numbers as on the 
first occasion. The plumage is a reddish brown, with a dark horseshoe on 
the breast. It has a full eye, and runs very fast along the ground, Mr. 
Browne and I met or rather crossed several flights of these birds in August 
of 1845, going south. They were in very large open plains and were very 
wild. 
114. HIATICULA NIGRIFRONS.—Black-fronted Dotrell. 
Much smaller than the preceding. A pretty little bird with a plaintive 
note, generally seen in pairs on the edge of muddy lagoons. Its plumage is 
a mixture of black, white, and brown, the first colour predominating on the 
head and breast. It runs with great swiftness, but delights more in flying 
from one side of a pond to the other. 
115. CHLADORHYNCHUS PECTORALIS.—The Banded Stilt. 
This singular bird, with legs so admirably adapted by their length for 
wading into the shallow lakes and sheets of water, near which it is found, is 
in large flocks in the interior. It was in great numbers on Lepson's Lake to 
the northward of Cooper's Creek, and on Strzelecki's Creek was sitting on 
the water with other wild fowl making a singular plaintive whistle. It is 
semipalmated, has black wings, and a band of brown on the breast, but it is 
otherwise white. Its bill is long, straight and slender, and its legs are naked 
for more than an inch and half above the knee. 
116. HIMANTOPUS LEUCOCEPHALUS, GOULD.—The whiteheaded 
Stilt. 
The present bird is about the size of Chladorhynchus pectoralis, and in 
plumage is nearly the same. This bird was not found in the distant interior 
but in the shallow basin and round the salt lagoons of Lake Torrens. 
117. SCHOENICLUS AUSTRALIS.—Australian Sand-piper. 
A bird very much resembling the British Dunlin. General plumage, grey 
with a white breast. A quick runner, and fond of low damp situations as 
well as open plains. Common on the banks of all rivers and lagoons. 
118. SCOLOPAX AUSTRALIS, LATH.—Snipe. 
Considerably larger than the Snipe of England. Common in South 
Australia but very scarce in the interior. In the valley of the Mypunga there 
are great numbers of snipe which build there, but it is only in such 
localities, where the ground is constantly soft that they are to be found. 
Their flesh is delicate and their flavour good. 
119. RHYNCHÆA AUSTRALIS, GOULD.—Painted Snipe. 
This beautiful bird was also very scarce in the interior, having been seen 
only on one occasion. It is not a common bird indeed any where. Some 
three or four couple visit my residence at Grange yearly, and remain in the 
high reeds at the bottom of the creek. As they are with us during the 
summer they doubtless build, but we never found one of their nests. They 
lay basking in the shade of a tree on the sand hills during the day, and 



separate when alarmed. It is full as large as Scolopax Australis, but its 
plumage is black-banded on the back with a general shade of green. Its 
head is black and brown. It has a black horse-shoe on the breast, the belly 
being white, and the quill feathers are grey with a small brown spot on 
each. 
120. GRUS AUSTRALASIANUS.—Crane, or Native Companion. 
This large sized Crane is common near the waters of the interior, but he 
is a wary bird, and seldom lets the fowler within shot. When seen in 
companies they often stand in a row, as they fly in a line like wild fowl. 
Their general plumage is slate colour, but they have a red ceres or skin on 
the head. One of these birds was tame in the Government domain at 
Paramatta in 1829, and a goose used daily to visit it and remain with it for 
many hours. I have frequently seen them together, and the goose has 
allowed me to approach quite close before he flew. At last I suppose the 
poor bird was shot, as he suddenly ceased to visit his friend, and the Native 
Companion died some little time afterwards. 
121. HERODIAS SERMATOPHORUS, GOULD.—White Heron. 
This beautiful Heron is common all over the inhabited parts of the 
Australian Continent, and is seen at a great distance in consequence of its 
snow-white plumage. It was not however seen in the interior, although it 
was frequently seen on the line both of the Darling and the Murray. 
122. NYCTICORAX CALEDONICUS.—Nankeen Bird. 
A Night Heron with a nankeen-coloured back and wings, and white 
breast, with a black crown to the head from which three long fine white 
feathers project. It is altogether a bird frequenting water, building in trees 
as the Heron does. It is about the size of a well grown young fowl, but is 
not good eating. 
123. BOTAURUS AUSTRALIS.—The Bittern. 
Is well known with its dark brown mottled plumage and hoarse croaking 
note. These birds are very numerous in the reedy flats of the Murray, 
whence they call to one another like bull frogs. It is a higher bird than the 
above, with a ruff down the neck, which behind is naked. He has a fine 
bright eye, and darts with his bill with astonishing rapidity and force. 
124. BOTAURUS FLAVICOLLIS.—Spotted Bittern. 
This bird was very numerous at the Depôt Creek, remaining during the 
day in the trees in the glen. There was, as the reader may recollect, a long 
sheet of water at the termination of the Depôt Creek distant about thirty 
miles. It was the habit of these birds to fly from the glen across the plains 
to this lower water, where they remained until dawn, when they announced 
their return to us by a croaking note as they approached the trees. They 
collected in the glen about the end of April, and left us, but, I am not 
certain to what quarter they passed, although I believe it was to the northwest, 
the direction taken by all the aquatic birds. This bird had a black 
body, and white neck with a light shade of yellow, and speckled black. 
125. PORPHYRIO MELANOTUS, TEMM.—The black-backed 
Porphyrio. 
This bird is very common on the Murray, where birds of the same kinds 
have such extensive patches of reeds in which to hide themselves. 
Although dark on the back their general plumage is a fine blue, and their 
bills and legs are a deep red as well as the fleshy patch on the front of the 
crown. It was not seen by us to the westward of the Barrier Range, nor is it 
an inhabitant of any of the creeks we passed to the N.W. This Coote is of 
tolerable size, but is not fit to eat, its flesh being hard, and the taste strong. 
126. TRIBONYX VENTRALIS, GOULD.—The black-tailed Tribonyx. 
This bird, like the Eudromias Australis or Australian Dottrel appeared 



suddenly in South Australia in 1840. It came by the successive creeks from 
the north, fresh flights coming up to push those which had preceded them 
on. It was moreover evident that they had been unaccustomed to the sight 
of man, as they dropped in great numbers in the streets and gardens of 
Adelaide, and ran about like fowls. At last they increased so much in 
numbers as to swarm on all the waters and creeks, doing an infinity of 
damage to the crops in the neighbourhood. They took the entire possession 
of the creek near my house, and broke down and wholly destroyed about 
an acre and a quarter of wheat as if cattle had bedded on it. These birds 
made their first appearance in November, and left us in the beginning of 
March, gradually retiring northwards as they had advanced. 
The plumage of this bird is a dark dusky green, and it has a short black 
tail which it cocks up in running. Its bill is green and red, and it has all the 
motions and habits of a water rail, and although it has visited the province 
annually, since its first visit, it has never appeared in such vast numbers as 
on the first occasion. 
The line on which this bird migrates seems to be due north. It was never 
seen at the Depôt or on any of the creeks to the west excepting Strzelecki's 
Creek, and a creek we crossed on our way to Lake Torrens, when on both 
occasions they were migrating southwards. 
127. RALLUS PECTORALIS, CUVIER.—Water Rail. 
This bird could hardly be distinguished from the English rail in shape and 
plumage. It is admirably adapted for making its way through reeds or 
grass, from its sharp breast. There are numbers of this rail on the Murray, 
but not many on the Darling; the natives can easily run it down. It was seen 
on two or three ponds in the interior and must have considerable powers of 
flight to wing its way from the one to the other as they successively dry up. 
128. BERNICLA JUBATA.—Mained Goose, wood Duck. 
There are two varieties of this beautiful goose, one bird being 
considerably larger than the other, but precisely the same in plumage. In 
the colony they are called the wood duck, as they rest on logs and branches 
of trees, and are often in the depth of the forest. They have an exceedingly 
small bill characteristic of their genus, and a beautifully mottled neck and 
breast, the head and neck being a light brown. The smaller species is very 
common all over South-eastern Australia, but the larger bird is more rare. 
Three only were shot during the progress of the Expedition. Their range 
did not extend beyond 28°. 
129. CYGNUS ATRATUS—The black Swan. 
A description of this bird is here unnecessary. I may merely observe that 
the only swan seen on the waters of the interior was a solitary one on 
Cooper's Creek. They frequently passed over us at night during our stay at 
the Depôt, coming from and going to the N.W., being more frequently on 
the wing when the moon was shining bright than at any other time. 
130. CASARCA TADORNOÏDES.—Chesnut-coloured Sheldrake. 
This beautiful duck, the pride of Australian waters, is a bird of the finest 
plumage. He is called the Mountain Duck by the settlers, and may be more 
common in the hills than the low country, since he is seldom found in the 
latter district. This bird builds in a tree, and when the young are hatched, 
the male bird carries them in his bill down to the ground. Strange, whose 
name I have already mentioned, had an opportunity to watch two birds that 
had a brood of young in the hollow of a lofty tree on the Gawler; and after 
the male bird had deposited his charge, he went and secured the young, 
five in number, which he brought to me at Adelaide, but I could not, with 
every care, keep them alive more than a month. This bird is very large as a 
duck; his head and neck are a fine green in colour, and he has a white ring 



round his neck, as also a white band across his wings. It is not a good 
eating bird, however, as is often the case with the birds of finer plumage. 
131. ANAS SUPERCILIOSA, GMEL.—The Wild Duck. 
Unlike the preceding, this bird is one of the finest eating birds of 
Australia, being the wild duck of that continent. It is a fine bird in point of 
size, but cannot boast the plumage of our mallard. It is a bird of dark, 
almost black plumage, with a few glossy, green, secondary feathers, 
characteristic of the genus. It is spread over the whole of the interior, even 
to the north of the Stony Desert, but was there very wild, and kept out of 
our reach. 
132. SPATULA RHYNCHOTIS.—Australian Shoveller. 
Not quite so large as the wild duck, but extremely good eating. This bird 
is not common in the interior, and was only seen once or twice amongst 
other ducks. Its plumage is a dark brown, and it has a light dull blue band 
across the wing. It takes its name from its peculiar bill, and may be termed 
the Shoveler of Australia. The specimens we procured in the interior are 
precisely the same as those of the southern coast of the continent. 
133. MALACORHYNCHUS MEMBRANACEUS.—Membrane Duck. 
A beautiful duck, of delicate plumage, but little fit for the table. It is very 
common on most of the Australian creeks and streams, and is called the 
Whistling Duck. This duck is rather larger than our teal. It has a grey head, 
with a brown tinge, and is mottled in the breast something like the 
woodcock. Its eye is dark and clear, and it has a line of rose-pink running 
longitudinally behind it. 
134. ANAS PUNCTATA, CUV.—Common Teal. 
Somewhat larger than the English Teal, and equally good for the table. 
The plumage of this little bird is dark, like that of the wild duck, from 
which, in this respect, it hardly differs. It is the most numerous of the water 
birds of the interior, and was sure to be in greater or less numbers on any 
extensive waters we found. A pair had a brood on one of the ponds in the 
Depôt Glen; but the whole were taken off by a kite, Milvus affinis, that 
watched them land and then flew at them. So long as they kept in the water 
they were safe, but on land soon fell a prey to the kite. 
135. LEPTOTARSIS EYTONI, GOULD.—Eyton's Duck. 
This new and fine bird was first shot on Strzelecki's Creek by Mr. 
Browne; and was subsequently seen by me in considerable numbers on 
Cooper's Creek. Its range was not to the westward, nor was it seen north of 
the Stony Desert. I believe I am wrong in stating that the first was killed at 
the place above mentioned; for, if my memory does not deceive me, we 
had already secured a specimen at the Depôt. In its general plumage it is of 
a light brown, with a mottled breast and neck. It has long white feathers 
crossing the thighs, with a fine black line along them, and altogether it is a 
handsome bird. Under ordinary circumstances we might have fared well on 
this duck at Cooper's Creek; but it was so wild as to keep out of our reach, 
being evidently hunted by the natives of the creek. 
136. BIZIURA LOBATA.—Musk Duck. 
This ugly bird was common on the Murray, and was seen by me in 
hundreds on Lake Victoria; but it is seldom seen on the Darling—never to 
the westward of Stanley's Range. It is an Oxford grey in colour, with a 
light shade of brown; he flaps only, not being able to do more than skull 
along the top of the water. It trusts therefore for its safety to diving; and is 
so quick as to be shot with difficulty. The peculiarities of this bird are twofold: 
first its strong, musky smell, and secondly the large appendage the 
male bird has attached to the under part of the bill. 
137. XEMA JAMESONII.—Jameson's Gull. 



This bird was seen only on Cooper's Creek in lat. 27°, long. 102°; where 
three or four were sitting on some rocks in the middle of the water, and far 
out of gun's reach. They appeared to be similar to the English gull, with a 
slate-coloured back and wings, and white breast. On firing a shot, they rose 
and followed the ducks which rose at the same time up the creek, and when 
flying they seemed exactly to resemble the common gull. The only swan 
we saw was on this sheet of water, with eight or ten cormorants. 
138. HYDROCHEDIDON FLUVIATILIS, GOULD.—The Marsh Tern. 
The only specimen seen during the Expedition, was shot by Mr. Stuart on 
Strzelecki's Creek. It was flying up and down the creek, plunging into the 
water every now and then. This light and airy bird had a slate-coloured 
back, with black neck and breast; the crown of the head was black, 
delicately spotted white. 
139. PHALACROCORAX SULCIROSTRIS.—Groove-billed 
Cormorant. 
Of a fine dark glossy green plumage; common on all the creeks and 
rivers of the interior. These birds were very numerous at the Depôt, and 
were constantly coming in from, and flying to the N.W. But although we 
afterwards penetrated some hundreds of miles in that direction, we never 
discovered any waters to which they might have gone. 
140. PELECANUS CONSPICILLATUS, TEMM.—The Pelican. 
Like the swans, these birds frequently passed over us, coming from, and 
going to that point to which all the aquatic, as well as many of the ordinary 
birds winged their way. We sometimes saw them low down, sweeping over 
the ground in circles, as if they had just risen from the water; but in neither 
instance could such have been the case. On several occasions we might 
have shot them, but they were useless, and would have encumbered us 
much. 
141. PODICEPS GULARIS.—Grebe. 
The common Diver; frequenting the pools and rivers of the interior: of 
dark brown plumage and silver-white belly. There are two or three 
varieties of this bird, that I have seen on other occasions; but none, with the 
exception of the present specimen, during the recent 

 


